AERAS AFRICA

Of the estimated 9.6 million people around the world who developed tuberculosis
(TB) in 20141, about one in four (28%) were in Africa – the region with the most
severe burden relative to the population. In South Africa, TB has been the leading
cause of death for more than two decades.2 The African Region accounts for three out
of every four TB (74%) cases among people who are HIV positive.1

AFRICA’S URGENT NEED FOR NEW TB VACCINES
The most effective way to stop an epidemic like TB is to prevent
its spread. While the existing TB vaccine (BCG) protects some
children from severe forms of TB, it is unreliable in preventing
pulmonary TB, which primarily affects adolescents and adults and
is the most infectious form of the disease. In 2014, the World
Health Organization (WHO) declared new TB vaccines, together
with new drugs and diagnostics, to be critical in eliminating the
threat of TB3.

AERAS AFRICA’S KEY
ACTIVITIES
•
•
•

Clinical trials, including strategy and site
development, conducted with African researchers
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AERAS AFRICA: REGIONAL FOCUS, GLOBAL
NETWORK
Aeras’s Africa office in Cape Town is an essential component
of our efforts to develop an effective, affordable TB vaccine.
Our Africa-based staff play leading roles in preparing for and
implementing clinical trials, ensuring the needed laboratory
capacity, and overseeing trial data management.

Revised 11/24/15

MULTINATIONAL CLINICAL TRIALS
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BUILDING REGIONAL LABORATORY CAPACITY
For more than a decade, Aeras has helped build TB diagnostic
and immunology assay capacity in Africa through infrastructure
development and staff training. Aeras played an important role
in development of an online Good Clinical Laboratory Practice
(eGCLP) course, in collaboration with the Global Health Network
(GHN), and an online TB Laboratory Forum. Together, these efforts
foster collaboration between African laboratories and support high-
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quality clinical laboratory practices on the continent.
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